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Minnesota Dept. of Employment & Economic Development

• DEED has been busy during the COVID-19 pandemic
• Unemployment Insurance, Business & Community Development, LMI

• Each state produces employment and economic statistics in cooperation 
with U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics

• LMI includes employment 
statistics, unemployment 
rates, wages and salaries, 
job projections and more

• We provide data to a wide
variety of stakeholders
and customers

• LMI is the foundation for 
informed, market-
responsive planning

• Focused on trends
• mn.gov/deed/data/ 

https://mn.gov/deed/data/


Unemployment Rates

• Minnesota’s unemployment rate dropped to 8.6% in June 2020
• 9.9% in May was the highest rate on record – previous highs in 1983, 2010

• Since February, the number employed has dropped by -176,348; the 
number unemployed has risen by +171,415; and the unemp. rate has risen 
from 3.1% to 8.6%

• This includes a drop of 
-5,000 from the labor force 
with a drop in participation 
rate from 70.2% to 69.9%

• Minnesota has the 22nd

lowest unemp. rate in U.S.
• U.S. rate dropped to 10.2%

in July 2020
• As high as 14.7% in April
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Minnesota Unemployment Rate
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Minnesota Unemployed Workers



• Minnesota is down -273,776 payroll jobs over the year in June, a decline 
of -9.1% compared to 2019

• U.S. employment fell -9.0% from June 2019 to June 2020
• These job losses, largely the result of pandemic containment measures, 

are unprecedented in the 
history of the data series 
going back nearly a century 
both at the state and 
national level

• How bad is it?
• It depends…

• Industries
• Regions
• Occupations
• Person

Current Employment Statistics
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Source: DEED Current Employment Statistics

Year-Over-Year Employment Loss by Month During Minnesota Recessions, 
1970-2020

1970 (Sep. 1970-Aug. 1971) 1975 (Feb. 1975-Nov. 1975) 1980 (May 1980-July 1983)

2001 (July 2001-Mar. 2004) 2008 (Apr. 2008-Aug. 2010) 2020 (Jan. 2020-June 2020)



• Stakeholders (leaders, businesses, workforce development boards, the 
media) needed help, and our traditional tools did not offer enough

• Typically overlooked, Unemp. Insurance 
statistics were suddenly a useful dataset

• The existing tool was updated once 
per month, in a table format

• The new tool was built to provide
daily updates, and in visual form

• Count of UI applications by day
• Cumulative UI applications by county

• As a share of 2019 labor force (impact)

• Unemp. rates at the county
level are much more
indicative of COVID-19
employment changes

Unemployment Insurance Claims Statistics



• Demographic details looking at:
• Age
• Education
• Gender
• Veteran Status
• Race & Ethnicity

• Geographic details for:
• Planning Regions

• Occupational details at the 
3-digit SOC Code level

• Food & Beverage Serving Workers
• Retail Sales Workers
• Construction Trades Workers
• Other Production Occupations
• Cooks & Food Prep Workers

• County Details
• 87 counties in Minnesota
• Occupational details

Unemployment Insurance Applications Statistics



Regional Industry Profiles

• Used QCEW and QWI data
to create industry profiles
for workforce development
partners to understand
the size and scope of the
affected industries; and the
unemployed workers

• Age
• Race
• Education
• Skills



Quarterly Workforce Indicators

• https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/static/explore.html#x=0&g=0
• Geographies
• Industries – 3 digit, 4-digit
• Sex, Age, Education, Race, Ethnicity
• Yearly Averages

• Food Manufacturing

• Turnover Rates
• Earnings

• By Sex, Age, Education, Race, 
or Ethnicity 

https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/static/explore.html#x=0&g=0


Racial Disparities Reports

• Used American Community Survey
data to explore race and origin data
for every region

• Population Change
• Educational Attainment
• Labor Force & Employment
• Income & Poverty Status

• Used QWI to explore race data by
industry in the region

• Job Changes
• Industry Concentration



QWI Visualization

• Used the LED Extraction Tool to
download employment & earnings
data for WIAs (and counties)

• https://ledextract.ces.census.gov/static/data.html

• Geography
• Industries
• Race & Ethnicity

• Sex, Age, Education

• Employment & 
Earnings

• Quarters
• Export

https://ledextract.ces.census.gov/static/data.html


QWI Visualization

• https://public.tableau.com/profile/magda.olson#!/vizhome/QWI-
Race_byWSA_2019Ann/Story1

• Used the LED Extraction Tool to
download employment & earnings
data for WIAs (and counties)

• Many ways to visualize the data
• Employment Trends
• Earnings Trends
• Number of Jobs by Industry
• Concentration by Race by Industry

https://public.tableau.com/profile/magda.olson#!/vizhome/QWI-Race_byWSA_2019Ann/Story1


CareerForceMN.com Blogs & Occupations in Demand

• We’ve been using CareerForceMN.com to communicate about 
occupations in demand
during the pandemic –
to help jobseekers who may
switch from temporary
layoff to permanent layoff
to know where to go and
what is available…

• Healthcare
• PCAs
• CNAs
• HHAs
• RNs & LPNs

• Software Developers
• Transportation, Repair, 

Production, Office & Admin.



THANK YOU!
• Cameron Macht
• Regional Analysis & Outreach Manager
• Acting Assistant LMI Director
• 320-441-6596
• cameron.macht@state.mn.us
• Labor Market Information Office
• http://mn.gov/deed/data/

mailto:cameron.macht@state.mn.us
http://mn.gov/deed/data/
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